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Interest-Bearing Debt.—The interest-bearing debt of Canada has shown 
a sharp increase since 1939, amounting to $16,201,876,542 at Mar. 31, 1952. 
compared with $3,658,414,748 at the same date in 1939. The average rate of 
interest on this debt continued downward during the war years, reaching the low 
point of 2-547 p.c. at Mar. 31, 1945. Slight increases in 1946, 1947 and 1948 were 
recorded, and the rate stood at 2-710 p.c. at Mar. 31, 1948, but decreased slightly 
to 2-677 at Mar. 31, 1950, and increased to 2-783 at Mar. 31, 1950. This is in 
contrast with the experience of World War I, when the average interest rate on the 
direct debt of the nation rose from 3-368 p.c. at Mar. 31, 1913, to a high point of 
5-164 p.c. at Mar. 31, 1922. 

During the fiscal year ended Mar. 31, 1939, interest on the public debt absorbed 
about 26 p.c. of total Government receipts. Interest on the debt in later years has 
absorbed a smaller portion of revenue, amounting to less than 11 p.c. in the year 
ended Mar. 31, 1952, that is if the amount necessary to place interest on public 
debt on the accrual basis is excluded. 

32.—Interest-Bearing Debt, Annual Interest Charges thereon and Average 
Bates of Interest, as at Mar. 31, 1946-52 

NOTE.—Statistics for the years 1913-35 ire given at D. 977 of the 1947 Year Book; and for 1936-45 at 
p. 1010 of the 1951 edition. 
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1 Includes bonds purchased and held by the Treasury for sinking funds. ! Includes refundable 
portion of income tax and excess profits tax. 3 Includes refundable portion of the excess profits tax. 

Funded Debt Operations.—Conversions and other national debt operations 
carried out between 1914 and 1930 are dealt with in the Year Book 1933, pp. S42-843, 
those between 1931 and 1934 in the Year Book 1934-35, pp. 905-907; those of the 
fiscal years 1935 to 1949 in subsequent editions. 

Treasury Bills.—Since 1934 a market for short-term treasury bills has proved 
highly satisfactory. Each issue, with two exceptions (where the bills were sold 
direct to the Bank of Canada), has been offered for public tender. Lists of treasury 
bills soldby public tender for the fiscal years ended 1934-46 appear in the respective 


